
TENNESSEE NATIVE AMERICAN CONVENTION
July 19, 2009
Labry Hall, Cumberland University, Lebanon, TN

Presiding: Marcia Cross, 1st Vice-chairperson
Parliamentarian: Turner McCullough
Opening Prayer: Van Lynch
Members present:
Memphis - Ed and Helen Wagner Vinson
WTN - Patty Beecham
Nashville - Dale Mitchell. Sandi Perry
MTN - Ramona Reece
Chattanooga - Wally Leary
Knoxville - Herstle and Marcia Cross
ETN - none
Members-at-large - Evangeline Lynch
Alternate - Charles Lawson
Visitors - Dr. James Cossingham, Glen Reece, Nathan Cross

Reviewed and approved agenda (adding C under Old Business)

REPORTS
Approved and corrected the January 14, 2009 minutes.
Approved treasurer's report.

Accepted and approved resignations of Doug Kirby, chairperson of TNNAC, and Chrisie
Moore as MTN caucus chairperson (due to Chrisie's serious illness).
Elections for these vacancies were held with Marcia Cross elected as Interim Chairperson
and Wally Leary as Interim 1st Vice-chair, Doug Kirby continues as a member-at-large.
Regular elections will be held in October after convention.
Ramona Reece was elected as chair for the MTN caucus.
Dr. James Cossingham was nominated and elected as vice-chair for the MTN caucus.

Updates were heard from each caucus chair. MTN will now have only one caucus site.
Ramona gave a detailed report, stating that the new site will be at the Holiday Inn
Express in Clarksville, (see attachment).

Sec. Lynch read a communication from Val Ohle, the chair of TCIA, stating that the
Commission has a one-year wind-down period before its termination on June 30, 2010.

OLD BUSINESS

A. The Proposed ByLaw Amendment and B. TNNAC Neutrality were both tabled until
the next meeting in October.

C. Discussion was held on possible vacancies on other state commissions. It appears
that the Human Rights Commission and the Arts Commission have vacancies. There are
six seats available on the Human Rights Commission. Only three candidates have listed
other choices beside a seat on the Indian Affairs Commission.



NEW BUSINESS

The board went into closed session to finish its business of reviewing applicants'
genealogy. The chair, Herstle Cross, gave a Genealogy report to the board in that Indian
Preference had been granted to Tammera Hicks at the May 31, 2009 meeting.

Van Lynch clarified the use of the TNNAC website; Tom Kunesh runs it and Sec. Lynch
sends in material to webmaster Kunesh. TNNAC essentially owns the website.

Marcia Cross called attention to the importance of the caucus election procedures found
on pp. 12-23 in the Standard Operating Procedures (SOP), to study them and follow
them explicitly.

Wally Leary called attention to the Confidential Disclosure Agreement and the Code of
Ethics. All board members have read and signed the Disclosure Agreement, but Code of
Ethics had not been signed.

TNNAC heard five complaints that had been communicated. All had to do with the lack
of publicity for the caucuses. The only complaint written on the TNNAC Complaint
Form from Debra Capino, Kelso, TN, was dealt with concerning the lack of publicity for
her caucus. The others, which were not formally written on a Complaint Form also dealt
with lack of publicity for the caucuses. Each caucus chair reported that they had made up
flyers to be distributed and contacted the media, particularly the newspapers.

Complaint by Valerie Ohle alleged two TNNAC members in her division were guilty of
“collusion” regarding the upcoming 1 Aug. caucus election. Motion by Ramona Reece,
that complainant Valerie Ohle be sent notice by the secretary requesting her attendance at
the next meeting, and that she present at said meeting documentation substantiating her
allegation. Seconded and approved.

Discussion was held regarding complaints by Tom Kunesh pertaining to his opponent,
TNNAC applicant Tammera Hicks, who was running for his current position on the TN
Commission of Indian Affairs. Mr. Kunesh had presented several arguments to the board,
but had not presented any credible or certifiable documentation regarding his allegations.

A motion was made to add a disclaimer to the website regarding what is reported by
applicants in their biographical data. Motion seconded and approved to add the following
disclaimer.
“DISCLAIMER: Candidate information provided is as received from each candidate,
which may or may not include a sworn affidavit thereof. TNNAC claims no
responsibility for the accuracy of such claims nor liability for accuracy of such claims.”
Secretary to notify webmaster to post to TNNAC website ASAP.

Submitted: October 21, 2009, Evangeline Lynch, secretary, TNNAC

July 19, 2009 minutes accepted as corrected on 13 February 2010.
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