January 13, 2008

TNNAC Board Meeting Notes

By: Patty Beecham

Call to Order at 9:40 am CST

Prayer: John Smith

Roll Call: Vicky Garland

John Smith – TNNAC Chairperson/Memphis At-Large

Wally Leary – Chair/ Chattanooga

Cleata Townsend – Vice-Chair Chattanooga

Vicky Garland – Chair/Middle

Dale Mitchell – Chair/Nashville

Patty Beecham – Chair/West

Jon Greene – Vice-Chair/West

Doug Kirby – At-Large/Middle

Scott Sanders – 1st Alternate/Chattanooga

Marcia Cross – Vice-Chair Knoxville

Herstle Cross – Chair/Knoxville

Ed Vinson – Chair/Memphis

Helen Vinson – Vice-Chair/Memphis

Pat Taylor – 1st Alternate/East

Billy Joe Nuckles – Chair/East

Gene Taylor – Vice-Chair/East

Sandi Perry 

Lance Davis 

Guest:

tom kunesh- TCIA Chattanooga Commissioner 

Georgia Dennis- MTSU

George Oliver – Virginia

Brenda Oliver – Middle

Sarah Davis – Middle

Agenda Items/Approval:

Skip Indian Preference Report-not enough members present

Skip Doris Tate Trevino- not enough members present

Dale Mitchell motioned

Doug Kirby 2nd

PASSED

Report:

Cleata Townsend reported on Fireside Chat and told of Sandhill Crane and Cherokee Heritage Days

Treasurer Report:

$705.62 subtotal

Reimburse Vicky Garland $65 for debt incurred in Convention

$640.62 subtotal

-$40 for State Registration

$600.62 grand total

Cleata Townsend motioned to reimburse Vicky Garland for money she spent for the Convention Building. 

Dale Mitchell and Patty Beecham 2nd 

PASSED

Reading of minutes from last meeting. 10:04.

Doug Kirby motioned

Gene Taylor 2nd
PASSED

Old Business

Address Lance Davis’ Complaint: 

Lance Davis –Chair, Middle, Tennessee was elected and would like to serve. He is not here; Cleata said he might come in late. Moved down the agenda. [Chrisie Moore Vice-Chair Middle Tennessee]

Genealogy Committee:

Vicky Garland we have none at this time it was Lance Davis, John Smith, Sandi Perry but Doris wants us to add her Alabama-recognized UCAN tribe membership card to personal TNNAC folder - requested state-card to be added to archive 
Herstle Cross- questions re Genealogy Cte - tribal card? Descendancy? Certified genealogy? - Need to set standards, everybody needs to follow
- what is the documentation, how is it verified, certified genealogy - certified genealogists? 
Vicky Garland - if you have a membership card in federally- or state-rec tribe, TNNAC secy' calls tribe to verify. eg, Billy Nuckles, Monacan Nation, Virginia, called, verified. Without membership, must submit proof of Native American descent with proper documentation, birth certificate, parent's tribal membership, etc.
John Smith - moot
we're not supposed to keep records 
passed 2005 - if you rec'd Indian preference, you would continue to receive Indian preference unless proof to the contrary was submitted.
Wally Leary - no need to do anything until Doris applies to TNNAC for Indian preference
Vicky Garland - tribal proof continues after membership
 AL-state-tribes non-payment of dues does not invalidate membership, just standing for voting and office-holding
Wally Leary - TNNAC accepts every state-recognized tribe’s opinion on membership
Vicky Garland - every _legislatively_ recognized state tribe
Sandi Perry and Ed and Helen Vinson arrive. 

10:27 Introductions

Vicky Garland Motioned we accept
Sandi Perry Vice-Chair/Nashville
Scott Sanders 1st Alternate/Chattanooga
Ms. Helen Vinson Vice-Chair/Memphis
Pat Taylor 1st Alternate/East
Cleata Townsend 2nd
PASSED

Executive Session:

10:40. Billy Joe Nuckles’ letter of complaint.  Once Executive Session began, all those not on Board are asked to leave. After a vote and Standing Rule, alternates are brought back in to Executive Session. 

Standing Rule:

Alternates are able to sit in on Executive Sessions. 

PASSED

Dale Mitchell motioned that complaint be dismissed because it is beyond the time limit to bring about complaint. 

Ed Vinson 2nd
PASSED 2 opposed

11:22 Lance Davis arrives

Went back to his complaint about Middle Tennessee Caucus area. Vicky Garland explained that Lance Davis did call and write so he is the Vice-Chair due to fact he was elected at the Caucus.

Motion to move Lance Davis to Vice-Chair, Doug Kirby to 1st Alternate and Chrissie Moore to 2nd Alternate

PASSED

Vicky Garland – Indian Preference report from Convention – Genealogy Committee (not present)

One person had genealogy/Indian Preference interview at convention; report has not been entered into minutes

Appointment Process update: Vicky Garland
Governor Appointed Val on December 24. (I was wrong I meant to say on December 14, 2007)
Governor’s Office says do not do a press release until Governor does a press release.
James Meeks got appointed on December 14, 2007 due to a mix up with his address his letter was returned and I sent him a copy of the appointment letter from Speaker Naifeh.
We have another problem: Speaker Ramsey not making his appointment on time, 90 calendar days passed on December 26, 2007; I mailed the packets on September 26, 2007 and the law says appointment by Senate Speaker not made in 90 calendar days goes to the Governor. I wrote to the speaker, called, I called weekly since November some weeks two or three times, last week I called Fred Standbrook (Legislative Attorney) He said to let him check, him and I discussed maybe he thought he did not have to make the appointment. I wrote a letter to the Speaker, Fred and myself stating that Speaker Ramsey’s time was up, I text that part of the law and said it goes to the Governor. I did not hear anything until last night. I got a call from Jimmie Thigpen he said he got his appointment letter on Thursday I am thinking the 10th. He said he went to a Far-Away Cherokee meeting and they told him to let me know. So he emailed me a copy. I did not receive it. I wanted to see it so I called him back. He sent it again. I got it. He was appointed on January 3, 2008 the deadline had already passed and the Speakers office was aware of this. 
Do you know the Flak that this is going to cause the IP was nothing compared to this. He did not appoint the top nominee from the convention, but he did appoint past the deadline, Governor was suppose to appoint, Speakers appointment is in violation of the 90 day deadline.
Come Monday morning this is not going to be good.
Helen Vinson – Rec’d phone call from Ruth Allen – if Thigpen isn’t seated as Commissioners, they will sue.

Ed Vinson – TNNAC’s business is running fair elections; governor’s responsibility is to enforce the law

Lance Davis – Make a complaint, but TNNAC has no enforcement ability; make an inquiry to AG office

Herstle Cross – This is a no-win 33-35 convention vote, leave it to governor and speaker 

Patty Beecham – Sad it wasn’t made in the appropriate time

Dale Mitchell – TNNAC should draft letter to Speaker, Governor AG, asking for clarification, question whether appointment is legal given lapse of 90-day appointment

Vicky Garland – They were contacted on the 27th and 28th that their appointment was past due; time is up; in Governor’s hands now

Cleata Townsend – Not an issue of the who but the when

Wally Leary – Write a letter to AG, cc whomever, appointment was made beyond the 90-days the person was authorized to make the appointment

Sandi Perry – The way I see it, it’s not a legal appointment, the 90 days was the 26th.
Make it clear this is not a good thing. To me it is not a legal appointment.

Gene Taylor – One thing you haven’t taken into consideration, legislature was out of session until the other day

Billy Joe Nuckles – Note came out said it came from the governor two weeks ago, didn’t want it

Vicky Garland – Read letter, from Speaker of Senate Ron Ramsey, appointment Jimmie Thigpen. Tim Schwarz will contact you

Doug Kirby – State will hold us to letter of law, we ought to hold state’s feet to the fire

Ed Vinson – Is this going to be a good day to die? Live to fight again? This may grease the skids a little more?

Tom Kunesh – TNNAC has no standing

Vicky Garland – Motion that Wally draft TNNAC a letter addressing that issue, run it by email to everybody, unanimous but one 

Ed Vinson – Not into suicide

Wally Leary – Not a question of the person, asking a question about the process

Scott Sanders – Letter within one week

12:03 recess

12:39 

Vicky Garland – Brent Cox appointed by Governor to Historical Commission, Michael lynch appointed to governor’s Archaeological Advisory Council

Nominates Doug Kirby to At-Large member from Middle, Tennessee, unanimous

Chrissie Moore now 1st Alternative

12:42

Committee Reports: No meetings, no reports

Election of Officers:

Chair, 1st Vice-Chair, 2nd Vice-Chair, and Secretary/Treasurer

Nominations for Chair:
Nominate John Smith by Billy Joe Nuckles, Gene Taylor Declined nomination
Doug Kirby by Vicky Garland, Dale Mitchell 2nd
Wally Leary by Dale Mitchell, Vicky Garland 2nd
Secret Ballot- 12-4 Doug Kirby
 
1st Vice-Chair:
Wally Leary by Herstle Cross, Patty Beecham 2nd
Vicky Garland motion to accept by acclamation
Dale Mitchell 2nd
PASSED
 
2nd Vice-Chair:
Dale Mitchell by Vicky Garland, Lance Davis 2nd
Herstle Cross declined
Helen Vinson declined
Cleata Townsend motion to accept by acclamation
Doug Kirby 2nd
PASSED
 
Secretary/Treasurer:
Patty Beecham by Vicky Garland, Doug Kirby 2nd
Sandi Perry- declined
Lance Davis- Declined
Vicky Garland motion to accept by acclamation
Cleata Townsend 2nd
PASSED
 
New Officers:

Chair- Doug Kirby
1st Vice-Chair- Wally Leary
2nd Vice-Chair- Dale Mitchell
Secretary/Treasurer- Patty Beecham
Chairmanship Passed from John Smith to Doug Kirby
 
Election of At-Large member for East
Pat Taylor- accepts
PASSED

Committee Appointments:
Vicky Garland - resigns from TNNAC - 4 elections, 3 Appointment processes, gotten worse, spoke with elders, it's a right time. Thanks for all the support. Worked for the whole state
John Smith - resigns from TNNAC - spirit of cooperation and unity, time to move aside for new members with fresh & new ideas. Replace before April meeting. Strength through unity not going anywhere still attends some TNNAC meetings.
Cleata Townsend- resigns from TNNAC, been here from the beginning of time, worn out. Costs us to be here would like to go also.

Vicky Garland- renewal of state charter (not a 501(c)3); needs to be filled out
cost $40, pay - unanimous 
Vicky Garland doesn't want to be registered agent
transfer of money, no fees, gained interest 
Vicky Garland - keep the change, balance $600.62

Confidentiality agreement, Code of ethics, need to be signed 
 
Dale Mitchell- formality of accepting resignations, motion 
PASSED 1 opposed

Doug Kirby - Committees - 
Education Committee – Sandi Perry - volunteers to help, Wally Leary, Scott Sanders
 
Dale Mitchell- with resignations, Scott moves up to Chattanooga vice chair; Lance moves to Middle TN chair; Chrissie moves to Middle TN Vice Chair acclamation
 
Attendance Committee - attendance from ACTIA, TNNAC & TNCIA meetings, Dale Mitchell, Lance Davis
Absentee Ballot Committee – Herstle Cross, Billy Nuckles
Sub-Caucus Committee - (Marcia - gerrymandering), Marcia Cross, Dale Mitchell
Web Page – Patty Beecham, Scott Sanders, Marcia Cross, tom kunesh
PR Committee – Patty Beecham, Jonathan Greene

1:30

[Legislative Committee] – Tom Kunesh - Needs to be on agenda referendum to separate metro caucus from grand divisions HB 3544 – TNNAC - grand divisions – separation of caucuses approve to submit to legislature

East Tennessee Multi-Polling Points
? south of Knoxville, north of Chattanooga 
east of Middle TN

Absentee Ballots – Herstle Cross ask Vicky Garland for her records she Agreed
Voter registration - all voters
massive bookkeeping project, usually falls upon Secretary, Vice Chairs
voter registration rolls - only registered voters 
Ed Vinson - orgs that register voters, could use their pr to push TNNAC

Vicky
SOP (Standard Operating Procedures) TABLED

Public Input 
Future meeting dates @ MTSU, 9.30 Central
April 5 - Saturday
July 13 - Sunday
October 18 – Saturday
Already set up and reserved
 
change of Convention and Caucuses to 2nd weekend in respective months

Passed Last meeting do not change
 
tom kunesh - recognize the passing of officers - Vicky, John, Cleata
 
Genealogy Committee – Lance Davis, Herstle Cross
 
sign Confidentiality agreements, Code of Ethics 2:09
 
Adjourn

